Pacifist women’s organisations in the Second World War
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0 m e n S I tS Ove m e nts . N bourgeois women’s rights activists because of her lower-class back- [ P Bl and abortion, until it is banned in August 1917. It repeatedly Congress of Women. The congress makes numerous proposals unconditional: “We are the League for Peace and Freedom”, writes the German activist =
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. ground and her radical views on “free love” and socialism. comes into conflict with the authorities due to its radicalism. ) : ' for a sustainable peace policy which include control of the arms Anita Augspurg, “and now | put freedom first”. ~
Frankfurt; only equal rights for men part in a march for women’s suffrage. trade. the establish t of an International Court of Justi q N2
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Otto, for example, criticises the 1867 . attracts a ot of attention. Mass demon- - ion of women in political decision-making.
) contradiction between the exclu- 2 strations become the standard means
sion of women and the democratic Admission of the first E of the suffragettes (from “suffrage”). Up 4 June 1913 m
female student in Zurich . to 500,000 people are said to have taken . . . .
part in the so-called Women’s Sunday glsruPtlve action In “Mujeres Libres” in the
in June 1908. som . e
hune P Spanish Civil War

In Spain, Lucia Sanchez Saornil,
Mercedes Comaposada and Amparo
Poch y Gascon found the anarchist
women’s association “Mujeres Libres”
(Free Women), which soon has tens
of thousands of members. They fight

Suffragette Emily Davison throws
herself in front of the horse of
England’s King George V at

the Epsom horse race and dies
of her injuries four days later.
Because demonstrations and

19 February 1919

Speech by Marie
Juchacz

In 1867, the University of Zurich admits the
Russian Nadezhda Suslova to a full course
of medical studies. This makes it one of
the first universities in Europe to allow a
woman to do so. Soon after, universities

Revolution in the “Frauen-Zeitung”

# an and liberal ideas of the German
she founded in 1849.

Hedwig Dohm:
“The Anti-Feminists”

The writer and radical women’s

29 May 1851
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Even though most women’s rights fSor fidUTaﬂgn from all over the world to “The Anti-Feminists” at the age petitions had been unsuccess- Jueiheez I8 e et werman ) f X
witzerland. of 70. In it, she sarcastically ful, English women's rights ac- to give a speech in the agar:ns; Generr]aICFr?C\?o S pgtsohzts
- : 0 in the Spanish Civil War and stan
tivists had recently trledfm|l|tant German parlament. When ke W%men’s T e e
action: resisting arrest after
anarchist and communist comrades-

confronts misogynist authors
she addresses the MPs as 5\ q\‘“

DECLARATIONS)) :

® 6 6 6 0 & 5 ¢ 6 ¢ C C U 9 00 0 0 00 0006000 00000000 0000000000000

The slogan of the French
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il Ulmag in hC'V' ng NS for- | itinerant preacher, draws attention to : argumentation that is essentially together, hunger strikes, vandal- she is met with “merriment” in-arms.
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m fots France, under Napoleon Bonaparte, introduces the ’ \/ The German Civil Code . ° to produce literature in the past. She famously W 4
“code civil” (the civil code) that will later influence The Civil Code comes into force in Germany, stipulating the . ‘. said that if women had material resources ¥ ‘
legal systems in many European countries. The exclusion of women from political rights and the subordinationto ., 2 . and their own room, they would be just as
their husbands. Feminists fiercely contest this, among them the I .. ° creative as men.
lawyer Anita Augspurg. Her call to refuse state marriages causes Te., ) O%

“code civil” legally establishes the subordination of
married women. From now on, they owe obedience v .
to their husbands and have neither legal capacity, 9 e

nor can they dispose of their property.

a sensation. .
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19-20 July 1848

Women’s Rights Convention in Seneca Falls/USA

18 October 1865 [§

General German Women’s
Association

The women'’s rights activist Louise Otto-Peters and the
teacher Auguste Schmidt found the General German
Women’s Association in Leipzig. It is the first transregional
association in Germany to campaign for women’s rights.
The aims of the association are to promote education

19 July 1889

Clara Zetkin and the
socialist women’s
movement

In her speech at the International Work-
ers’ Congress in Paris, the German so-

The “flappers” of the twenties

The film “Flaming Youth” with Colleen Moore in
the leading role is released in the USA. With her
bob hairstyle, the actress becomes the symbol
of the “flappers”, young women who emancipate
themselves from traditional gender roles. This

is a phenomenon that spills over into Europe.
Berlin in particular becomes a magnet for a new
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universities AN K
2, : : Women’s suffrage in Finland

Saint-Simonian women in
France

N In the small town of Seneca Falls in the US state of New York, the first all-women’s
Particularly female members of the “Saint- .

|
rights meeting in the USA takes place on 19 and 20 July 1848 with around 300 par- .

The first International
Women’s Day
On 19 March 1911, the first International

ticipants. The organisers of the Seneca Falls Convention are Elizabeth Cady Stanton
and Lucretia Mott, both of whom are also involved in the anti-slavery movement.
The “Declaration of Sentiments” formulated here in the style of the American Decla-

Simonians”, followers of the philosopher Henri
de Saint-Simon, who died in 1825, are active

against the exclusion of women from civil ration of Independence calls for human and civil rights for women.
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. “A Vindication of the Rights of | : - . in addition to legal equality. colony under British rule, is : clearing the way for a new Finnish constitu- a Women’s Day in the USA in 1908, The
-(;he erctjer O'YFT:DIG Ste ?OUQGS Woman’, in which she demands | : | S the first democratic state in . tion with the right to vote for everyone over concrete proposal came from Clara Zetkin.
emanas equal rignts tor above all better education for { B . i . the world to introduce active . the age of 24. In 1921, the date is moved to 8 March. y -
el in the “Declaration of women. She contradicts the pre- I m : i . women'’s suffrage. New ? . Today, that day is a public holiday in Berlin ‘(I;vomen S SUﬁrage m
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death. On 3 N ber 1793 Adelaide Procter found the Society for Pro- .t | = . il . s . decides on universal and equal suf-
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gainful employment for bourgeois women, . @ i German Association for Women’s Suffrage ; 26 frst el tTeAe'eCt'ET 0 tge 30 January 193
whose livelinood is at that time entirely . ' . erman National Assembly and can
dependent on men. In contrast to women : A Anita Augspurg, Lida Gustava Heymann and eleven other activists S also be elected themselves. Out of a Women in National Socialism
| from the working class, they cannot work . found the German Association for Women’s Suffrage in Hamburg, N - P total of 423 seats, 37 are won by
in factories or as domestic servants without the first organisation in Germany to explicitly advocate the right > 15 May 1908 BB women, most of them from the SPD. The beginning of the National Socialist rule in Germany marks the
to vote and the right to be elected. The immediate motivation is m end and a reversal of all developments towards the emancipation
the first International Women'’s Suffrage Conference in Washing- e o Women in German of women. A series of laws aim to exclude women from working life
Feminist prOteSts in France iati d ti and attempt to confine them to their roles as housewives and
associations and parties mothers. The NSDAP decided, shortly after its foundation in 1920,
that women were not allowed to hold party office. When all parties

The Paris Commune

Following a popular uprising, a republican-socialist coalition seiz-
es power in the Paris city council. The resulting “Paris Commune”
overthrows the political order and carries out social reforms.
Women are heavily involved in the organisation of the Commune,
for example the later anarchist Louise Michel, the writer André
LLéo or the Russian activist Elisabeth Dmitrieff. After 72 days, the

losing their social standing. The Society
runs its own newspaper, the “English

Woman'’s Journal”, and a printing press
known as the Victoria Press.

ton, D.C. in February 1902, with which the German women'’s

rights activists want to network.
except the NSDAP are banned in July 1933, women thus lose the

right to stand for election. However, under the conditions of the
dictatorship this soon ceases to have any significance.

French feminists use the 100" anniversary
of the “code civil” to protest against the con-
tinued exclusion of women from civil rights.

In Germany, the Reichsvereinsgesetz
(Imperial Associations Act) comes into
force, which is intended to unify the

-
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Hubertine Auclert, with a group of activists,
a e c l l 2 e ns interrupts a session of the Chamber of Depu- fragmented system of associations in
’ ties and tears up a copy of the civil code. the German Empire. It also lifts the
ban on women joining political asso-

Madeleine Pelletier, a doctor and women'’s

Y Flora Tristan: “Workers’ Union” - T g
PN The Peruvian French writer Flora Tristan publishes the book “Work- rov Lafhe L » Communerls prutallyrcrrushed by the French army.
ers’ Union". For the socialist and women's rights activist, the liberation SR of X £y rights activist, disrupts the centenary banquet. ciations or parties, which had been in
- R : U 0 e force in most regions until then.
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of the working class is inconceivable without the emancipation of
women. She sees both as necessary steps towards real freedom and

equality. ) - :

At the end of the 18™ century, women’s rights
movements that advocated equality for women in
law, politics and other parts of society emerged in
many countries. These movements and their ideas
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vp P longer need their hus- the first twelve weeks after conception. In term “ ism” for the first time i . e : ntérsectionality g chancellor Church and the state. They had network . tions in thei tices. Followina th
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is the core dictum of her historic study on portant . eCISIOInS suc ircigtlEen, Elselolieling U Winlie Eloiniiel In short story “Coming Apart”. Walker . was living in West Berlin at the coins the term “intersectionality” for the over- elected the first female Chancellor of NG Unks) [l el Un “Care Revolution” takes place in : convictions under paragraph 219a
gender order, where she distinguishes as opening their own the first twelve weeks remains illegal but is and many other Black women activists . time. Initially, the book is met lap, or intersection, of different forms of dis- the Federal Republic of Germany. democratic structures in Russia for Berlin with lectures and workshops - against doctors are lifted.
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and caregiving and to advocate for 2

conditions that make appropriate

mined gender. In the 1970s, the book o )
exercising a profession.
care work possible.

becomes the most important fundamen-

tal text of the women’s movement. Hovvever, fgr the Ia.tter
the restriction applies

that “this must be com-

patible with their duties

in marriage and family”.

pletely new quality of discrimination.

. lets move on '\
to the order
|| of bustness.
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Feminist mass protests

Feminist mass protests take place
in many countries around the world
in order to counter the growing
populism of the right wing and its
misogynist positions. In January

The “Wages for
4 Domestic Labour”
— campaign
The US-American Selma James

and the ltalian Mariarosa Dalla
Costa jointly publish the mani-

4 May 1979

Margaret Thatcher be-
comes prime minister
With her election as Prime Minister L] “How female freedom
of the United Kingdom, Margaret comes about”

13 September 1968 §
The tomato-throwing incident

The filmmaker Helke Sander gives a speech at a delegates’

conference of the Socialist German Student League (SDS) in
5 E Frankfurt am Main about the patriarchal structures in society festo “The Power of Women
and within the SDS. Subsequently, when the conference par- 0 e and the Subversion of the Com- Thatcher becomes the first female
* ticipants want to move on to the order of business without munity”. It describes domestic head of government of a European In their book “Wie weibliche Freiheit ent-
debate, Sigrid Riger from the audience throws tomatoes onto free labour as a problem and country. She soon becomes known steht” (How female freedom comes about),
the podium. The tomato-throwing incident is seen as the start —— questions the gender division as the “Iron Lady” because of her Italian feminists develop a practice that 2017, half a million people gather at
N of labour. The book becomes a uncompromising confrontation with becomes known as “Affidamento” (best the Women’s March in Washington
the welfare state and trade unions, translated as: “to entrust”). According to at the inauguration of president
them, women'’s freedom cannot be Donald Trump in the USA. In March
2018, tens of thousands protest in
Poland for the right of abortion and

of a new phase of the women’s movement in Germany.
her hard-line attitude towards the

European Community and her
intransigent military stance with
regard to the Falkland Islands.

core text for the international
campaign “Wages for Domestic
Labour”.

in Spain several million people take
part in a general strike for equality.

achieved through formal equality with
men, but through direct relationships
among women that encourage each other
thus initiating social change at all levels.
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